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THE WORKSHOP

'Communarchy' was a four days workshop organised by Ljubo Georgiev and Transformatori. It
took place during Sofia Architecture Week 2010. The topic of the workshop was the
Modernist pre-fab housing compounds built during communism in Bulgaria. The scope of the
workshop was not only to give ideas about the development of these areas, but also to
accomplish physical interventions, which improve the urban environment. 'Communarchy'
relied on small, but concrete steps.

'Communarchy' is the space where communism and anarchy co-exist. The scope of
'Communarchy' is the research into a reality, which is the battlefield of two opposite
viewpoints. On the one hand the unfashionable ideal of collectiveness and on the other the
reality of the extreme individualism.

The workshop was attended by 16 participants: young architects, architecture and landscape
architecture students, anthropologists and sociologists. The results were seven
interventions in the 1960's Sofia suburb of Druzba 1.

THE IDEA

The pre-fab mass-housing neighbourhoods are the best-known and most frequently
experienced heritage of the socially responsible state. Not only in Bulgaria, but in whole
Easter, as well as Western Europe. These neighbourhoods are built in many in the 60’s, 70’s
and the 80’s with the purpose of satisfying the housing shortage in a Modern, economically
efficient way. In Eastern Europe they fit perfectly in the centralised, one-party, totalitarian
system of communism. Already in the 80’s, but clearly visible after 1989, they become a
symbol of the failure of the idea of co-habitation propagated by the socialist state. In the
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condition of a lacking centralised system after 1989 and the retreat of the state from its
social functions, these areas become a laboratory for the transformation from communism to
capitalism. They become the place where the contrast between the common and the private
is most visible. And these processes are still active today. Most Bulgarians are fully aware of
the characteristics of these neighbourhoods: glazed balconies, partly isolated facades,
diverse window frames, barred common areas, neglect of the green spaces or new buildings
in the green spaces, transforming dwellings into offices, chaotic parking, etc. But at the same
time everyone living in these pre-fab areas is profiting from the previously unthought-of
diversity of functions, the large amount of commercial initiatives, the investments in private
and sometimes common property. In this contrast between private initiatives (chaotically
individual, but sometimes corporately organised) and monotonous communal infrastructure
(apartment buildings, schools, commercial centres and open spaces) inherited from the
communist times lies the problem, but also the potential for the creation of a new type of
urban environment. Environment, which can grow from the clever combination of private
interests in the context of the concrete buildings and the endless open spaces around them.

AIM

Intervention in the spaces of Druzba 1. Such can be achieved by using simple materials
(paint, cardboard, sticks, tape) in 2- or 3-D ways. All ideas were discussed at the beginning
of the workshop. By using simple materials to give shape to the ideas of the participants, we
propose scenarios for alternative development of the system, at the very location of the
problem

PAEOTUIHULIATA

"KomyHapxus" 6e yeTupu-gHeBHa paboTunHuua opraHnampana ot Jlito6o Meoprues n
capy>xeHune TpaHchopmaTopun. Ts ce npoBene B pamMkute Ha Sofia Architecture Week 2010.
Tema Ha paboTunHuuaTta 6sxa naHenHuTe kBapTanu. Uenta n 6e He caMo Cb3[aBaHETO Ha
NAENHN KOHLENUMM 3a PasBUTUETO Ha TE3WN KBapTanu, HO U peanm3anpaHeTo Ha KOHKPETHU
Hamecun JornpuHacswm 3a NnofobpsBaHETO Ha rpagckaTa cpefa B NaHENHUTE KOMMJIEKCH.
PabotunHuua KoMyHapxms 3ai0Xu Ha cunaTta Ha KOHKPETHOTO AencTBue. MankaTta cTbrka,
KOSITO AaBa BUOUM pes3ynTar.

»KOMyHapx1a” e MACcTo KbaeTo KOMyHM3BM U AHapxms CbXUTENCTBAT 3aefHo. ,KomyHapxma”
Lenn M3crefBaHeTo Ha efjHa PeanHoCT, B KOATO Ce CONMbCKBAT ABa EKCTPEMHU U PagnKanHo
NpoTMBONONOXHM Mupornega. OT egHa cTpaHa u3bnegHenusaT ngean 3a KoNeKTMBHO Cb3HaHMeE,
a OT Apyra peasHOCTTa Ha U3paseHus 00 KPaHOCT MHANBUAYASIU3BM.

B paboTunHuuata yyacteaxa 16 gylwm: Mnagm apxutekTn, CTYAEHTU NO apXUTEKTypa u
NaHpwadT, aHTPONono3n u counonosun. Pesyntatnte 6sxa cefeM Hamecn B COPUNCKMAT
kBapTan Opyx6a, ctpoeH npe3 60-Te rogmHu Ha 20 Bek.

NOEATA

MaHenHWTe KOMMJieKcn ca Hai- 4o6pe NO3HATOTO M AEH NOAMP AEH NPEXUBABAHO HACNEACTBO
Ha naesaTa 3a couManHo OTroBOpPHa AbpXaBa. He camo B bbarapus, HO un B usgna M3To4Ha,
nbk 1 3anagHa EBpona. Te 6uBaTt macoBo cTpoeHu npe3 60 Te, 70 Te n 80 Te roguHun ¢ uen
3a00BOJISBaHE Ha "XUWLWHATA HYX[Aa Ha HaceneHMeTo' W nacBaT MaeasHo B
LeHTpannamnpaHaTa, efHOMapTUAHA, HaBCSKbAE MPOHMKBALWLA CUCTEMA Ha KOMyHM3Ma. Oule
kbM Kpas Ha 80- Te, HO BeYe c MbsiHa cuna cneg 1989, Te ce npeBpbLaT B n3pas Ha
npoBaJa Ha uaesita 3a CbBMECTHO obuUTaBaHe, KOSITO coLManncTMyeckaTa AbpiKaBa
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nponaraHgupa. B ycnoBusTa Ha fiMnca Ha CuiiHa UeHTpasiHa cucTema n OTTernsiHe oT
ObpXaBaTa OT coumanHuTe n GyHKUMKW, NaHesIHUTE KOMMEKCU Ce NpeBpbLLaT B nabopaTtopus
3a TpaHchopMaumsaTa OT KOMYHU3BM KbM KanuTanm3bM. Te CTaBaT MACTOTO, KbAETO Hai-
APKO Ce NPOosIBABA KOHTPACTa MeXAy 4acTHOTO u obwoTo. U Taka n go gHec. Ha Bcuykn ca
N3BECTHU XapaKTEPUCTUKMUTE Ha TE€3M KBapTanu: OCTbKJIsiIBaHE HA 6afNKOHUTE, 4aCTUYHO
n3onunpaHe Ha ¢acaguTte, PasHOPOLHWM AOrpamu, MperpaxpaHe Ha CTbAOGULWHUTE MaowanKku,
CTPOUTENCTBO U/ UNN 3aHEMapsiBaHe Ha 3efIeHUTe NPOCTPaHCTBa, CMecBaHe Ha oducu ¢
anapTaMeHTWU, XaOoTUMYHO NMapkKupaHe M T. H. HO B CBLLOTO BPEME N HEBEPOSTHO
pa3Hoobpa3ssBaHe Ha QYHKUMUTE Ha Te3n KBapTasnu, OFPOMHOTO KOSIMYECTBO TbProBcka
WHULMATMBA, KaKTO U MHBECTMpPaHe B NOAOOPSABAHETO HA YAaCTHOTO, a MOHSKOra 1 Ha 06LL0To.
B TO31 KOHTpacT MeXay YacTHaTa MHMLMaTMBa (XaoTU4HaTa UHAMBMUAANHA UK LOHSKbAE
opraHuaupaHaTa KoprnopaTuMBHa) W MOHOTOHHaTa o6Lia nHopacTpykTypa ( 6110KOBE,
yumnuwia, TbProBCKW AOMOBE U 3eJIeHM NPOCTPaAHCTBA) Hac/ieAeHa OT BPEMETO Ha
COLMaNNCTUYECKOTO MACOBO CTPOUTESICTBO CE€ CbCTOM NPOBAEMBT, HO U NOTEHUMANbT 3a
n3rpaxgaHeTo Ha HOB Tun rpapcka cpepa. Cpepa, KOATO M3pacTsa OT YMENOTO NpennTaHe
Ha YaCTHW MHTEPECU B KOHTEKCTA Ha BETOHHUTE crpagu 1 6e3KpanHu nonetTa OKono TAX.

LLEJITA

Hameca B NpoCTpaHCTBOTO Ha n3bpaHus KBapTan. ToBa CTaBa 4pe3 ABY- WU TPU- MEPHO
npecb3garaHe ¢ NpocTu Matepuanu (605, KapTOH, Kon4yeTa, JIeHTa, TUKCO) Ha ugeuTe
ob6CbAeHN B Ha4anoTo Ha paboTunHuuata. Ypes npecb3faBHETO Ha MAenTe C NPOCTU
MaTepuanu ce npegfarat CLLeHapum 3a anTepHaT1BO pa3BUTME HA CMCTEMATa M Ce noBaura
OMCKyCKs 3a TOBa pa3BUTME Ha CaMOTO MSCTO Ha HamecaTa.

FACTS

location: Druzba 1, Sofia, Bulgaria
status: workshop

site: -

programme: small-scale interventions
client: -
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